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Loucs Labour s loft. 


pj&m primus. 
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Enter Ferdinand King of Nauarre, Ber owne y Longamtt, and 
Dumane, 

Ferdinand. 

Et Fame, that all hunt after in their hues , 
Liue rcgiftrcd vpon our brazen Tombes, 
And then grace vs in the difgrace of death: 
whenfpight of cormorant deuouringTirne, 
Th'endeuour of this prefent breath may buy : 
That honour which {hall bate his fythekkecne edge , 
And make vshayres of all cternitie. 
Therefore brauc Conqucrours, for fo you are, 
That warreagainft your owne affedViows , 
And the huge Armie of the worlds defires. 
Our late edift fhall ftrongly ftand in force, 
N/MMrfliall be the wonder of the world. 
Our Court fhall be a Jink Achademe , 
Still and contemplatiue in liuing Art. 
You three, Utrowne ^Dumaine LongauiUj 
Haue fwornc for three yecres termc,to Hue with me : 
My fellow Scholler?, and to keepe thole iMtittes 
That arc recorded in this fecduie heere. 
Your oathes are paft,and now ftibfcribe your names: 
That his ovtne hand may fh ike his honour downc, 
That violates the fmallcft branch heerein : 
If you areara* d to doe, as fwome to do , 
Subfcribe to your deepc oathes,, and keepe it to. 

LongauitL I am rcfolu d, 'tis but a three ycercs faft:. 
Theminde fhall banquet, though the body pine, 
Fat paunches haue Icanc pates ; and dainty bits, 
Make rich the ribs, but bankerout the wits. 

Dnmane. My louing Lox&fDumane is mortified, 
The groficr manner of thefc worlds delights , 
He throwes vpon the groffc worlds bafcr flaucs r 
To louc,to wealth,to pompe,I pine and die, 
With all thefc liuing in Philofophie. , 

IScrowne. I can but fay their proteftation ouer , 
So much,dcare LiegeJ haue already fworne, 
That is,to liue and ftudy heerc three ycercs. 
But there are other ftritf obferuanccs : 
A s not to fee a woman in that terme , 
Which I hope well is not enrolled there. 
- Ajid one day in a wecke to touch no foode : 
Ahd but one mcale on euery day befide : 
The which I hope is not enrolled there. 
And then to fleepe but three hourcs in the night, 
And not be feene to winkc of all the day. 
When I was wont to thinke no harme all night , 
And make a darke night too of halfe the day ; 


Which I hope well is not enrolled there. 

O, thefc are barren taskes,too hard to keepe, 

Not to fee Ladics,ftudy, faft,net fleepc. 

Ferd. Your oath is patt,to paffc away from thefc, 
'Berow. Let me fay no my Licdge,and if you plcafc 

I oncly fwore to ftudy with your grace, , 

And ftay hecre in your Court for three yeeres fpacc. 
Lo*ga. You fworc to that Berowne,and to the reft, 
Berow. By yea and nay fir, than I fworc in icft. 

What is the end of ftudy, let me know ? 

Fer. Why that to know which elfc wee Ihouldnoi 

know. 

Ber. Things hid & bard(you meane)frp comon iinf?, 

Ferd. I,that is ftudies god-like recompence. 

Tero. Come on then, 1 will fweare to ftudie fo, 
To know the thing lam forbid to know : 
As thus, to ftudy where I well may dine , 
When I to faft exprefldy am forbid. 
Or ftudie where to meet fome Miftreflefinc, 
When MiftrefTes from common fenfe are hid, 
Or hauing fwornc too hard a keeping oath, 
S cudie to oreake it, and not breake mjf troth. 
If ftudies gaine be thus, and this be fo, 
Studie knowes that which yet it doth not know, 
Swcare me to this,at)d I will nere fay no. 

Ferd. Thefe be the ftops that hinder ftudie quite, 
And traine our intellefts to vaine delight. 

Ber. Why? all delights are vsine,and that nioftyainc 
Which with paine purchas'd,doth inherit paine, 
As paincfully to poarc vpon a Booke , 
To fecke the light of truth, while truth the while 
Doth falfcly blinde the cyc-fight of his lookc : 
light feccking light,doth light of light beguile : 
So ere you finde where light in darkeneffe lies, 
Your light growes darke by loling of your eyes. 
Studie me how to plcafe the eye indcede , 
By fixing it vpon a fairer eye, 
Who dazling fo, that eye (ball be his heed, 
And giuc him irght that it was blinded by. 
Studie is like the heauens glorious Sunnc, 
That will not be dcepe fearch'd with fawcy lookci: 
Small haue continuall plodders euer wonne, 
Sauc bafc authoritie from others Bookcs. 
Thefc earthly Godfathers of heauens lights, 
That giuc a name to eucry fixed Starrc, 
Haue no more profit of their fhining nights, 
Then thofe that walke and wot not what they arc. 
Too much to know,is to know nought but fam* ? 
And cuery Godfather can giue a name. 

Feu How wcli hec's rcad,to rcafpnagainft wdjr* 

2?w 


© 2002 Octavo For research use only. All rights reserved. 


Loues Labour *s loft. 


123 


Her. 

Dam- 

T>um> 


7-T 'p^Sd^to flop aU good proc^dh^: 
Hec wcedes'the corne, and ftill lets grow the 
weeding. 

The Spring is nearewhen grecne geclic are a 
breeding. 

How followes that ? 
Fit in his place and time* 
In reafon nothing* 
Ber . Something then in rime, 
i j <3erownc is like an enuious Ineapiog Froft, 
TWbitcsthcfidlborneinfantsofthcSpring, 

jLr Wcl/ay I am,why (hould proudSumroer boaft, 
\£tec 'the Birds haue any caufetofing? 
Whv ftould I ioy in any abortiue birth > 

SriftiW I »° mo ' c defire a a <u 

Then wifo a Snow in Mayes new fanglcd fho wes : 

But like of each thing that in fcafon growes, 

SoyoutolWici^wkistoolate, 

That were to clynabe ore the houfc to vniocke the gate. 

Fen Well,fityouout : go home 2?<?r<?»^ : adue. 

^'No my good Lord,I haue fworn to ftay with you. 
And chough I haue for barbarifme ipoke more, 
Then for chat Angcll knowledge you can fay, 
Yet confident lie keepe what 1 haue fworne, 
And bide the pennance of each three yeares day, 
Giue me the paper^et me readethe fame, 
And to the ftri&eft decrees He write my name. 

Fer. How well this yeeldingrefcuesi thee from fliame. 

Ber. Item. That no woman fhall come within a mile 
of my Court. 

Hath this bin proclaimed? 

Ion. Foure dayes agoe* 

Ber. Let's fee the penaltie. 
On paine of loohngher tongue* 
Who deuis'd this pcnaltie ? 

Ion. Marry that did I. 

Ber. S weete Lord, and why ? 

Lon. To fright them hence with that dread penaltic, 
A dangerous law againft gentilitie. 
Item, If any man be feene to talke with a woman with- 
in the tearcne of three yeares, hee fhall indurc fuch 
publiquefhamc as the reft of the Court fhall poflibly 
deuife. 

Ber. This Article my Lied gc your felfe muft breake, 
For well you know here comes in Embaflie 
The French Kings daughter,with your felfe to fpeake : 
A Maide of grace and compleate maicftie, 
About furrender vp of Aquitaine : 
To her decrepitjficke^nd bed-rid Father, 
Therefore this Article is made in vaine, 
Or tainly comes th'admiredprinccflc hither. 

FmWhat fay you Lords ? 
Why,this was quite forgot. 

"Ber. So Studie eucrmore is oucrftiot, 
While it doth ftudy to haue what it would, 
It doth forget to doe the thing it fhould ; 
And when it hath the thing it hunteth mod, 
*Tis won as townes with fire, fo won,fo loft. 

Fer. We muft of force difpence with this Decree, 
She muft lye here on mccre neceflitic. 

*Bcr. Neccflity will make vsallforfworne 
Three thoufand times within this three yecres fpace : 
For euery man with his affc&s is borne, 
Not by might maflred,but by fpeciall grace^ 
If I brcakc faith,this word fhall breake for mc, 
Iamforfwornconmcerencccffi " 


uie. 


So to the Lawes at large I write my name, 
And he that breakes them in the lcaft degree^ 
Stands in attainder of ctcrnall fhame. 
Suggeftions are to others as to me : 
But I beleeue although I fceme fo loth, 
I am the laft that will laft keepe his oth. 
But is there no quickc recreation granted ? 

Fer. I that there is,our Court you know is hanted 
With a refined trauailer of Spaine, 
A man in all the worlds new faftion planted, 
That hath a mint of phrafes in his brainc : 
Onc,who the rnuficke of his owne vaine tongue, 
Doth rauifh like inchanting harmonie : 
A man of complements whom right and wrong 
Haue chofe as vmpire of their mutinie. 
This childc of fancie that Armado hight, 
For interim to our ftudies fhall relate, 
In high-borne words the worth of many a Knight : 
From tawnie Spaine loft in the worlds debate. 
How you delight my Lords,I know not I, 
But I proteft I loue to heare him lie, 
And I will vie him for my Minftrelfie. 

Bero. Armado is a moft illuftrious wight, 
A man of fire,new words,fafhions owne Knight, 

Zen. foftard the fwaine and he,fhall be our fport, 
And fo to ftudie, three yeeres is but fliorf . 

Enter a Conftable with Cofiard with a Letter. 

Confi. Which is the Dukes owne perfon. 

Ber. This fellow, What would'ft ? 

Csn. I my felfe reprehend his owne perfon, for lam 
his graces Tharborough:But I would fee his own perfon 
inflefhand blood. 

Ber. This is he. 

Con. Signcor Arme^rme Commends you : 
Ther's villanie abroad,this letter will tell you more* 

Clow. Sir the Contempts thereof are as touching 
mce, 

Fer. A letter from the magnificent Armado. 
Ber. How low foeucr the matter; 1 hope in God for 
high words. 

Lon. A high hope for alow heauen,God grant vs pa- 
tience. 

Ber. To heare,or forbearc hearing. 

Lon. To hcare meekely fir,and to laugh moderately, 
or to forbearc both. 

Ber. Well fir, be it as the ftile (hall giue vs caufe to 
clime in the merrinefTe. 

Clo. The matter is to me fir,a§ concerning laqtienetta. 
The manner of it is,I was taken with the manner. 

Ber. In what manner ? 

Clo.la manner and forme following fir all thofe three. 
I was feene with her in the Manner houfe, fitting with 
her vpon the Forme, and taken following her into the 
parke : which put to gcther, is in manner and forme 
following. Now fir for the manner 5 It is the manner 
of a man to fpeake to a woman, for the forme in fome 
forme. 

'Ber. For the following fir. 

Clo. As it (hall follow in my corre£Hon,andGod de- 
fend the right. 

Fer. Will you heare this Letter with attention ? 

Ber. As we would heare an Oracle. 

Clo. Such is the fimplicitic of man to havken after the 
flcfli. 

i 2 ter. Great 


